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CHEAT SHEET
Who stays here Ronelle and Moller
Bester and their two sons: Julian,
aged 12. and Josua, 10

Style of home A new house by the
sea in Dwarskersbos, South Africa
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edrove past this long, pristine
beach — there was nothing here
at the time except a small
caravan with a sales guy on
duty — and I immediately fell in
love,” recalls South African

Ronelle Bester of first sighting

this block in Dwarskersbos on
the Cape's increasingly popular West Coast. “We decided on
the spot to buy a plot for a weekend getaway.” The location
could not have been a better choice for Ronelle, her husband
Maller and their two young sons, Julian and Josua, because the
family actually lives on a farm in Moorreesburg, which is only
about an hour away by car.

This new second home 1s so close by, in fact, that the family
frequently decides on a whim to pack and visit for the weekend
The house is wonderful through all the seasons — though the area
is less windy during the relatively mild winters, which makes
colder months a great time to visit. And the Besters seldom stay
on their own. “We built the house to entertain family and
friends, so we're hardly ever there alone,” says Ronelle. “We love
to share our house and show the area to our friends”

Both the house, which they call Villa Kersbos, and its
surroundings are all about the simple life, she adds, whether that
means cyching to buy bread and milk at the local shop, greeting
fellow locals, or simply spending time at the beach. Heading
through to nearby Velddrif to buy fresh seafood would constitute
a veritable expedition, so the Besters usually pick up some fish
there on their way to the house at the start of the weekend.

The home was actually dreamed of and planned for years, says
Ronelle, and finally built three years ago. The Besters worked
on the design with architect Charl Marais of CFM Architecture
to ensure that it had maximum appeal. There are sea views from
every room of the house, and a range of different spaces that
cater to the needs of all those using it. So, there is a ‘pyjama
lounge' upstairs where the children can hang out together, for
example, as well as a gencrous living room on the ground fioor
that’s really just for the adults.

Spaces in which to spend time preparing meals and enjoying
them were a priority too, of course. These include the west-

facing stoep (verandah) at the front of the house, complete with
its built-in braai (barbecuc), as well as the internal open-plan
kitchen and dining area. Asked about her favourite spot in the
house, Ronelle nominates the kitchen with its antique table

KITCHEN/DINING/ALFRESCO AREA (hoth pages) All these open spaces are linked. The large stacking window In the kitchen opens up to a bar counter

on the outside (where Julan sits on a i Stool), within the eror courtyard space “It's ideal for serving the kids 1ood and arnks so they con't run drpping
wet through the house” says Ronelie. who chose a company called Woodiove Kitchens & Furniture 1stall the cabinetry. It's complemented by the screeded
concrate floors In a vanilia colourway. Splashback tles, Morroccan Warehouse. Kitchen table, a vintage buy. To the right of it Is a framed piece of flamingo
themed wallpaper by Cara Saven. "l wanted to celebrate the thousands of flamingos that are endemic to the Berg River estuary in Velddrif” Ronelle explains
“The floodpiains there are rich In a wide variety of birdiife ” Woven pendant ight. Ashantt Design. Kitchen wall clock. Country Road
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INSIDE | OVERSEAS INSPIRATION

LIVING AREA Views of the sea and fynbos vegetation sufrounding the howse abound from the lounge and kitchen areas. The leather sofa s from Klooftique
where everyone gathers to chat, cook and eat. “Its just a happy and the scatter cushions are made from Mertex fabric. One of the chalrs was 3 gift from a neighbour on the farm and the other, siightly larger. one is a Morms
space with uninterrupted sca views, so we spend hours there.” chair that besonged to Ronese’s grandmotner Coffee table, The Mood Collactives. Nesting tabies, Weylanats. Wooden horns (above the fireptace), Vogel Design

The windproof courtyard at the rear is another much-loved
space, and not simply because it has a2 wood-fired hot tub by
KolKol. This secluded spot also includes a fully grown olive tree
that Ronelle moved here from the farm. I didn't want to wait
years for a new one to grow,” she says. In spite of no one
believing that it would survive the journey, it is now her
“muiracle tree — happy and thriving”

An average day at Villa Kersbos begins with a breakfast of
bacon and eggs cooked by Méller, after which the morning is
spent on the beach - swimming, stand-up paddle boarding and
bodyboarding. Julian and Josua have also started learning to surf.

“The sea in front of the house is very safe,” Ronelle assures.

Plenty of activity is clearly a big part of holidaying here, but '
when anyone wants a bit of quiet time, the house allows for
that, too. Each of the bedrooms is spacidif€; S thefall have
ensuite bathrooms and private outdoor access. Plus, the design
of all the spaces reflects the spirit of ease that Ronelle, who
worked in collaboration with interior designer Elsjé Schonken,
has created throughout the house.

Their judicious sclection of natural textures includes lots of
wooden pieces, many of them family heirlooms or items tracked
down at vintage stores. They are cleverdy complemented by a
palette of neutral tones enlivened with subtle splashes of green,
resulting in a tranquil yet warm, layered feel. As Ronelle puts it,
all who visit Villa Kersbos “Jove to throw open the doors and
live free”, and this atmosphere of effortless liberty is what time
spent at the house is all about. [

See cfmarch.com and schonkeninterior.com
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KectiWith day-bed sty seating. this space 5 @ the poys' fnends to sleep owerthewooden coffee tabie s from Wevlanots:
and the ieather ottormanis from Kio e Wall hanging, Mgeoccan Warehouse Cor rug, Rowsey & Hughes BEDROOM ©pposse top) in Ine Doys 1room
on the ground fioor, th . 4
hanging pegs (on the watl Weyk: i, Ashant Design. BEDROOM (copostte nght) This large room on the first floor has 5 own
balcony. Coir rug. Hertex Haus. Chest of drawers C ¥sel '-Wiﬂ&'ul&'ﬂsu Laving: Bocking chatrs. Incanda Round table, @Home Oniine
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CLOCKWISE (from top nght) Camayn mirror. $165, Temple & Webster Salt & l"wou
Landon’ clock, 369, Domayne. Scribbile wool rug, POA, Designer Rugs. Axel leather
sofa, from $3199. West Eim Christophe cushion In Butter, $95,. Papaya Carved wood
side table. $399, West Eim Wine Culture glass. $98 for two. and Bar icelp jug. $109,
Amara Cast-¥on shaliow casserole dish. from $369. Le Creuset. Tabouret stool, POA.
Thonet. Byran old-wood dining table, $1699, Abide Interiors. Tree rool serving bowls,
from $59 each. Magnola Lane. Yoshi organkc serving bowl. $4995, Papaya. Woven
rattan vase. $149, Pottery Barn Gubl 3D uphoistered chalr, $810, Cult Design Kariba
cone pendant. $699. The Dharma Door. Exotic flamingo art print. from $12.99. Sooety6

ADDITIONAL PRODUCT SOURCING KATE LINCOLN
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MAIN BEDROOM (Ihis page and opposite right) A canopy bed from Weylandts 1s pesfect for this open space compliete with 3 tub in one cormer. Bathers enjoy
full views of the beach and Atiantic Ocean stretching to the hortzon. Newform taps. Exquiste Bathrooms, Mirror, Arkivio. Pendant lights and bath tabie. Weytandts.
Bedspread and rug. Hertex Haus. Sioe tables, stumps from the farm. Botanical fabric prnt, Babylonstoren. MAIN ENSUITE (opposite bottorm) The vanity unt is
by Woodiove Kitchens & Furniture. Starburst bamboo mirroe, Mr Price Home. BOYS' ROOM (oppoasite left) This sits alongside the main bedroom on the ground
level and has an ensute as well as direct access 1o the beach. The bedspreads are from Hertex Haus. Patierned cushion, La Grange Intenors. Chair, Weylandts.
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